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Types of the ethnic relations in modern China
Ma Rong

Abstract: There are many different characteristics among ethnic groups in different nations in the
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aspects of language, religion, customs, relations to the central government in history, and
socioeconomic development. These characteristics are very significant in understanding ethnic
relations and the policy designing in each country. The dynasties in Chinese history had carefully
handled ethnic policies according to the real situation of each group and sometimes they were very
successful. The government has practiced a similar system designing and policies towards all
ethnic minority group. These practices should be reviewed after half century. This paper discusses
the major characteristics of the 55 ethnic minorities in China regarding population size,
intermarriages, cultural tradition, relation to the central authority, independent nation-state
established by the same group outside border. This discussion might be helpful in reviewing ethnic
theory and policies in China.

Key words: Ethnic policies, ethnic relations, group characteristics, historical experience



